".ray Reform?" 

Text: Romans 5 = 1, "Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

scripture: Romans 5:1-11 

For the past few years, Reformation Sunday has been played down, and in 
particular, the story of Martin Luther and how it all dame about. The reason 
being, that the church throughout the world has been involved in what has 
been called "The Ecumenical Movement," and it was not in the best interests 
of this movement to play up the reformation, since the .(oman Catholic church 
has been invovled in this movement along with all of the Protestant bodies. 

A part of this thinking has been due to the fact that we of the Protest- 
ants have had a tendency to look down our noses at our -^oman Catholic brethrena 
l/e claim Martin Luther as one of us and not one of them. But the truth of 
the matter has always been that Martin Luther never had any intention of 
leaving the Roman Catholic church, and only did so reluctantly when he could 
' nothing else. 

The Reformation as we know it was sfearted in ,,'ittenburg Germany in the 
year 1517 when Martin Luther posted his ninety five theses on the door of 
the cathedral there. But actually the Reformation did not start in 1517, but 
had its start in the yearv910. Before Luther ever came upon the scene there 
were many -devout men who tried to reform the church from within, but because 
Luther was able to get it started in such a big way, he received all the 
credit for it. 

The Reformation started in the Monastary at Cluny in Western Prance, 
The purpose of the reform was to make the clergy and the monks more pious , 
more moral, and more concerned with the religious things of life instead of 
the secular things of the world. The movement spread until it engulfed all 
of the clergy by the first half ofl: the 11th century. 

Then around 1044 the Papacy itself had to be reformed for at this time 
there were three Popes, each ne claiming to be the real one. This really 
split the church asunder. Pinally the issue was settled by-rfche German 



Emperor Henry III., by his selection of one over the others. It was after 
t 1 "s that the Spanish Inquisition came along with its own brand of reform. 
What started out to be a means of separating the believers from the un- 
believers turned into a means of torturing people to estract confessions of 
heresy from them. John Wycliff of England not only was a great biblical 
scholar at this time, but he was also a reformer. He opposed the wealth of 
the church and the interference of the clergy in political life. In particular 
he opposed the interference of the Pope. He translated the Bible from the 
Latin into English between 1382 and 1384. Some students from 3ohemia studied 
at Oxford when iycliff lecture there. They returned to their native land 
and spread the doctrines and writings of Wycliff. John Huss became a follower 
of Wycliff by his agreement with the theological works of Wycliff „ This put 
him in disfavor with the church and he was summoned by the Council of Con- 
stance to answer their charges under the safety of a safe conduct pass. 

The Council listened to the charges against him, and in particular noted 
the influence of Wycliff in his life. £JiEXKHiH3ixtkaixSfeE:dcHn:gx[±Ka:±xkHiiyxsf 
T, ey found John Wycliff guilty of hereby and ordered that his long dead 
body be dug up and burned at the stake. So the bones of dfyoliff were dug up 
and burned as ordered by the Council. T^ey found John IIuss guilt7/- of heresy 
as well and condemned him to be burned at the stake as well, So iiuss was 
executed and the church had removed another agitator from its midst. This in 
capsule form is what set the stage for '.artin luther to come upon the scene. 

If the father of Luther had had his way, there would have been no reform- 
ation at least as we know it today, for he wanted his son to be a lawyer. 
Luther, in deference ot his father started out in this direction, but two 
events led to his changing his course and studying to be a^ a priest. 
The first event was that one of his very closest friends died shortly after 

ther's graduation from Jrfurt University. This shook the young Luther very 
visibly. The second event took place as he was walking through a forest 
between S-nfurt and Sisleben, While in this forest a severe thunderstorm arose 
and Luther became terrified by the crashing lightning all around him. He 
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narroSiiy escaped death, and fell to his kness and prayed to one of the patron 
s' its of his childhood. He cried out, "Help me, dear .it. Anne, I will "be- 
come a monk." And it was with this assertion that he entered the Augustinian 
cloister. at Erfurt. 

But Luther was in a turmoil all of his monastic life. He was searching 
for peace of soul and was concerned that he could not do enough to be in the 
Grace of God. He himself once remarked, "If a monk could have gone to heaven 
by his observance of monastic vows, I would have been the one." He prayed 
earnestly and went to mass and confession and used all of the means of being 
devout, yet through all of this he could not be certain of the love of God and 
the forgiveness of his sins. He was ordained to the priesthood and the cele- 
bration of his first mass was a tine of great anxiety for him. His sense of 
unworthiness and a fear of committing a grievous sin by making even the snall- 
erst mistake gripped him. 

Perhaps the Catholic doctrine of the elements had something to do with 
this. At a point in the consecration of the elements they believe that the 
wine becomes the blood of Christ, and the bread becomes His flesh. This is 
what frightened Luther, that at the handling of Christ's body and blood he 
might make a mistake in handling this Holy of Holies, 

It was after he became a professor that he had the opportunity to travel 

to iome. V/hen he arrive he fell to the ground and exclaimed, "Hail, Holy ■ 

Home. He looked with admiration upon Jt. Peter's, and he looked for the 

spiritual blessing he felt hecwould receive there. He said later that while 

there he wished his parents were dead, because he felt certain that he could 

have prayed them out of purgatory, with his prayers while there. 
Paul 
His son told the story how KHttKK his father is supposed to have climbed 

the stone stairs known as "Pilates o^airway" upon his knees. And while doing 

Is the words from Paul *S letter to the Romans rang in his ears, "The just 

shall live by faith." T, is is whatvstarted him upon the Reformation. But it 

was also how the priests acted in Rome that convinced him the church needed 

reformed. During mass they hurried through it, and they made a joke of the 



consecration of the elements. The mass was entirely in Latin, and most of 
tY people did not know Latin, and so the priests chanted the words, "Bread 
you are and bread you shall remain," instead of the proper words for this 
part of the mass. 

But still Luther retimed home a devout son of the church. But little 
by little he became alarmed at the condition^ of the church. He saw the 
poor peasants of his parish being bilked of their money in the sale of in- 
dulgences. The money thus derived went to build St. Peter's basilica. The 
indulgences consisted of a piece of paper paid for by the individual peasant, 
which gave them the forgiveness of a certain sin. They could even buy for- 
giveness of a sin they would conmitt in the future. Por instance, if they 
felt they migfrt steal a loaf of bread in a day or so, they could buy an in- 
dulgence =nd this forgave them for that future sin. 

But worse yet, was the treasury of merit. This was a sort of bank in 

w v ich the unused merits of Jesus and the saints were stored. It worked like 

tfils: Jesus and the saints lived such exemplary lives, that they were unable 

or merits 
to use all of the goodness in their lives. Thus these leftover merits of 

Jesus and the saints could be sold to a person, thus giving him some needed 
merits for his life. For a small sum they could purchase some merits to last 
them for a Certain length of time. Then when he could afford ore, he went 
and bought more. So you see, this is what Luther lashed out against. 

But as I said before, Luther did not wish to break with the church, but 
merely to reform it. But due to the stubbornness of Lope Leo X. the sit- 
uation got out of hand and Luther was forced to make the break. 

Luther was promised a safe conduct pass to a Council to be held at Worms, 
but due to the quick thinking of some of his friends his life was spared, as 
they kidnapped him before the Council could seize him and execute him. It 
■ 3 while at the Council that Luther made his classic remark when he was asked 
to recant all that he had said and done. He stood before them and boldly 
stated, "I cannot do otherwise. Here I stand. God help me." This then is 
the story of Marin Luther. But is this story finishef? I think not. 



-9- 

7ov I believe the Protestant church is standing on the verse of a Reform- 
at in, but of a different sort. I mentioned before xfeHKk the so called 
" ecumenical Movement" which is going on in the church at large. At one point 
there was a very strong tendency for all of the denominations to press for 
this gigantic merger which was called, "The Consultation On Church Union." 
But slowly fen and surely, many of the denominations have slowed down to a 
crawl. Our United Church of Christ has come to the forfront again and is 
pushing very strongly for this merger. But I see a very grave danger in it. 

•?he danger lies in the fact that a hierarchy will be set up in New York 
and we will all assume one identity and it will be an identity of nothingness . 
I believe very sincerely that each denomination needs to Reform itself, and I 
for one would like to see this happen in our own UCC. 1 say this because we 
have become a denomination of "Social workers." But when a Mi minister 
protests this, the question is raised "Why inform?" Are we not doing the 
V 'ding of Christ when we feed, and clothe people, and when we free them from 
prison and resist the death penalty, and seek amnesty for draft evaders and 
deserters?" "Why reform kk all of this, because we are on the right track?" 

But are we? I realize that we must take care of the physical needs of 

people everywhere, But of first and utmost importance is to start with the 

heart and 

soul of the individual and when we have reformed this part of them, then they 

will automatically look out for the needs of their brothers. Jesus did not 
instruct his followers to go out and feed the world. Instead He said, "Go and 
make disciples of all nations." He was telling them to make the people follow- 
ers of Jesus Christ. And a follower of Jesus Christ accepts Him by faith, 
and then good works follow. This was the message that was imparted to Martin 
Luther that started the ^formation. I am sure his fellow clergy said to him 
on different occasions, "Why Reform, Martin? Let things as they are. We have 

;ood thing going don't spoil it. Let's keep these peasants ignorant, and 
working for their salvation, and that way there is plenty in it for all of us.? 
But we know that Luther was not content to have a hierarchy off somewhere 
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bilking the peasants and keeping then ignorant as to what salvation really was. 
Lu + " %X was determined that he had been the chosen vessel of his time to show 
the --.>easants that salvation was free for the taking, and only faith was in- 
volved to receive it. 

Someone once penned the lines, (Faith, vision of) 
This is the vision that Luther had, that thrones of Rome, and kingdoms run by 
the priests would be toppled and Jesus Christ would reign supreme in all lives, 
throughout all of the world. 

This is the vision that you and I need in our present day world. We need 
to be reformers in our own right. Reformers of our nation, of our state, of 
our city, of our neighborhood, and of ourselves. And to the question, "Jhy 
Reform?", that many would ask us, the answer always must be, "Because Jesus 
Christ demands it of me, and I must be bringing others to Him if I really 
love Him." May God give us the heart and mind of the reformer. 



As many as arc led by the Spirit of God, they are 

the sons of God. 

The Spirit itself beai*eth witness with our-.' 

t' jt we are the children or God, 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Reformation Sunday October 27, 1^7^ 

Youth Sunday 

Rev. Ralph C Link, Pastor 

Mrs. Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 

Mr, Ralph Cooper, Choir Director 

Paula Stephenson, Brian Kennedy - Acolytes 

ORDER QF WORSHIP I I :00 A.M. 
Prelude Music! "Autumn" Chaminade 

''He That Believeth" Frick 

Silent Prayer 

♦Processional Hymn No. U3 "When morning gilds the skies" 

♦Ascription - Choral Amen 

♦Exhortation 

•Confebsion (In Unison) "Most Merciful Father, who hast 
set us in communities, and bound us together sy common 
duties and sympathies, we lift our hearts to thee and 
pray with one accord that thou wouldst send thy blessing 
upon our clty and nation, prospfring every honest man, 
sweeping away every temptation to evil, delivering the 
weak of cur people from intemperance and vice of every 

IOND, FEEDING Men's HANDS WITH LABOUR AND THEIR MOUTHS 
V'LTH BREAO. AND SPREADING THROUGH EVERY HOME THY LOVE 
AND KNOWLEDGE, THAT WE MAV PRAISE THEE EVERMORE THROUGH 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 
•Kyrie (Cho)r, Congregation and Pastor) 
♦Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
♦Praise 

♦Pastor: '0 Lord open our u ps . 

♦People! And our mouth shall show forth thy praise 
♦Doxglqgy No- 55) 
Scripture Lesson: Romans 5 ! I -1 ' 
Hymn No. 2S2 "Faith of our Fathers J" 
♦Affirmation qf our Fa I th (Statement of Faith) 
♦Glorta Patri 
♦Call to Player 

♦Pastor: The Lord ae with you. 
•People! And with thy spirit* 
•Pastor: Let uh Pray. 
Prayer and p rayer Response 



J 



Offer 1 ng 

Offertory "Chorale" Blake 

Reception of New Members 
Anthem: "They'll Know We Are Christians" Scholtes 

Howard Bolam - Guitar^ Roland Thompson, Saxaphone. 
Sermon; "WHY REFORM?" 
Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
•Hymn of Dedication No. 2SI "A mighty fortress Is our 

Goo" 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen 
Organ Postljqe: "Allegro Riseluto* 1 Wilson 

-—-----* Congregation Standing -------- 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 

Mr. Lloyd French in memory of his "Wife" - Gertrude 

French. 
Serving as Ushers today are! •Raymond Covert, Robbie 

Vinroe, Robert Dellen, Br**n Pfabe and Steve Smith. 
Deacon and Mrs. Charles Penar will represent Council 

at the door today. 
The attendance last Sunday was 217- 
Nursery will he provided today by Mrs. Linda McMillin, 

Mrs, Jane Armstrong and Liz Armstrong. 
,"^Hdsp 1 tali zed : Mrs. Elizabeth Clark, Mr, Mike Nazaruk, 

BCMHi Mrs. vqnnie Payne - Jamison Memorial Hospital, 

New Castle, Pa. 5 Mr. Everett McCanoless - West Penn -,'/*. 

Hosp, Pitts, 
TODAY - 3:00 P.M. SPECIAL SERVICE FOR SHUT-INS \ ty*^ 

ano Communion - anyone wishing to attend may do s'u. 
>WE WELCOME INTO OUR FELLOWSHIP TODAY: 

By Profession of Faith: ^} 

Mr, & Mrs, John Stevenson, h?*) Miller St. 

Mrs. Rose McFeaterb, 1*35 New Castle St» 
by Letter of Tranbfer: 

Mr, Robert Weisenstein, F 20 Cornell Drive 
>HI0RLD COMMUNITY DAY will be observed on Friday, Nov. 

I, at the Grace Lutheran Church, at 7*3^ P.M. The 

bubject, "Thev Have A Dream", will be developed by 

Mrs. Oakley Weaver. The program is sponsored by the 

Women's Commission of the Greater Sutler Area Council 

of Churches. 
;-«we welcome those visiting with us toda.v, and ask that 

you sign the Guest Register to the left of the NAVE* 

- * ■"■'* 
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This saps form what set stage ft Luth. j 

Luth i)ad want him he lawyer. 
~uth start out this direction 
2 events change this, 
1. good friend die short alter wad ."Jrfurt Univ 
this shook yg Luth 
*'.. Walk forest thunder storm, narrowly escape 
deth, on knees pray .jt. Ann, ":lelp me dear St. 
Anne, I will become a monk. 
Thus enter Augustinian monastery -Jrfurt 
Luth in turmoil all monastic life 
search peace soul/concern no do enuf B in Gr, of 

He say, "If a m" "k grm ia have gone heaven by tri.3 ob- 
s ervance of mona stic vows , 1 l/BU In; pBV& nnjj mp T7" 

Prayed emest/went mass, conf, used all means 3 devout 
yet thru all this he no certain love G & 4;give sins 
He ordained priesthood '■ celebrate 1st mass time 
anxiety ft him. 
His sense unworthi Si fear commit griev sin by 
make mistake gripped him. 

tups Oath doc elements did this. 
At pt in conseo wine/blood "■. bread/flesh 
This frighten Luth handle flesh/blood/Jesus 

Become prof travel Home, 
fell ground "Hail holy iiome." 
looked admir St. I-eters, &. looked spiritual bless I 

iJaid later wished parent ded, could pray out purg 
Son i n ul told luth climb Pilate iitairway on knees 
& wile do this words Paul ring in ears, "The just 
shall live by faith." 
( "'"lis what start him on ref . 

Al i how priests act Home convince him ch. need ref 

hurried thru mass/made joke of it 
Latin lang & consec, bred thou art/bred shall rema 
jtill came home devout son of church. 

Little by little became alarmed conditions ofl ch. 
3aw peasants bilked of money, went bild it. Peters 
Indulgences/pay ft ftgiveness sins/even futureBasil 
Tr. Herits/sts, Js Xp stored/peasants hot 

Coun Worms/ promised safe conduct pass 
friends kidnapped Bft coun could nab* 
while at Coun make famous remark, "I cannot do 
otherwise. Here I stand. Sod help me." 
this story M. Luth, 
But is story finished? I think not. 



"Why :i e fonn?" 
Text : Romans 5:1, 
i "Therefore, since we are justified by faith, 

we have reace with God through our Lord Js Xp.' 
Scripture Sonans 5:1-11 

ft ist few yrsHef. 3un. played down 
I .. partic story of M. Luther & how came about 
reason; Ecumenical Movement." 
not in best interests 2 play up ref, 
Horn Cath involved ", no want offend. 

■e -rots at times looked down nose at Horn Cath 
we think Luther 1 us, not them 
but Luth no want break with church, just ref. 

Hef start Wittenburg Germ 1517, at least we think 
but actually start lone ft that in 910 
many devout men want cleanse ch. within, 
Luth got started big way, thus he get credit. 

.;ef start monastary Cluny, West Fr. 
purpose ref, make clergy /monks more pious/moral, 
& more concerned relig things life, instead/secul! 

movement spred til engulf all clergy by 1st 

half 11th c. 

Ground 10ftft Papacy had B ref. 
5 3 opes each 1 claim real 1 
this split church. 
Germ Emp. Henry III settle, choose 1 

Then Span. Inq. & own brand ref. 
..h t start means separate believer/unbeliever, 
turn in2 means torture peop extract conf. heresy 

(yolif Bng. bib scholar this time/ref. also 
He oppose wealth ch/interfere clergy political li: 
In partic oppose interfere Pope 

translate Bib Latin/i'ng 1332 - 138ft 

Students Bohemia study Oxford while he teach 
they return native land spred doc. beliefs Wyclif 
Jn lluss become follow Wyclif by agree theo works 
this put him disfavor with ch. 
he summoned Goun. Constance answer charge & 
promised safe conduct pass. 

Counc listen o note -.'yclif influence 
I yclif found guilty heresy & long ded body ordered 
~ug up and burned at stake. 
This done, & Jn Hues found guilty/cpndem/burned 
tUBB exec. & ch. thru nother agitator 



4 I Blieve prot eh verge ref diff sort 3 

Ecumen move was strong £-. all denom press 2 it 
./as called COCU 
slowly/surely many denom stop think 

Our UCG in 4front & push again 
I see grave danger in it. 
^ nger lies hierarchy setup N.Y. 8= assume ident of 
_ jhingness 
I Blieve very sincerely each denom need ref self 

I would like see happen UCC 
p?f<*t IF Tlte 
UCC Be ome/ Social Gospel unU mU L u a. ^firMA!/J 
If minister protest quest ask, "Why Reform? 1 * 
Are we not doing bidding Xp, we feed/clothe/free 
from prison/amnesty so forth. 
Why Ref. when we on rt track? 

But are we ? 
I realise must take car phys needs, 
but 1st 4-most, must start hart & soul of indiv, 
& when they ref automat look out bros. 

Js not instruct follows go & feed world, 

Insted, "Go and make disciples all nations" 
He tell follows make more follows Js Xp 
A follow Js Xp accepts Him by faith & good works 
naturally follow 

This message Luth had given him that st 3 rt ref 
I sure fellow clergy say, "Why ref Martin?" 
Let's keep things as is, /a good thing do not spoil/ 
keep peasants ignor ?-, work for salv/& there is 
then plenty for all of us. 

But L th not content have hierarchy off somewhere 
15 from peasants & keep they ignor of salv. 
o determ he chosen vessel of his time 2 show 
peas salv free for taking & only faith 2 receive it 

(Illustration: Faith, vision of) 

This must been vision Luth had, 
That throne Home, kingdoms run by clergy toppled 
&. Js reign supreme all lives thruout world. 

This vision U St I need present world 
e need B ref own rt. 
Rgfs nation/state/city/neighborhood/aelves 

&■ 2 quest. "Why Ref?" many might ask, 

jaswer always must B, 
"Because Js Xp demand this of me , & I must B bring 
others 2 Him, if I really love Him," _ 
May G give each„hart w&cmfr., mind of ref. IH£% 

■ 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



